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No. 427 [(Lion] Squadron was formed
at Croft, England, on 7 November 1942, fiying the
Wellington, Malifax and Lancaster bombers. The
squadron flew under No. 4 Growp, RA F, Bomber
Command until 31 December 1942, On 1 Joanuary
1943, No. 427 Squadron became part of the newly
formed No. 6§ [RCAF) Group. On 5 May 1943, the

England, which became No. 63 [RCAF) Base. On
27 May 1943, a special presentation was made,
when the Canadian unit wos adopted by Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer Studios, Hollywood, Caldornia,
USA. For this ovent, Mr. Samuel Eckman, Jr. Man-
aging Director of M.G.M. (England). attended,
and the 427 Commanding Officer, WComd Dud-
by Burnside (RAF) acoopted MGM = und offer to
adopt the Lion Squadron, For the event a Halifax B
M. V. serial DK186, ZL-L, was painted with Nose
Art featuring the M.G.M. [Winged] Lion flying whie
holding 2 bomb between fs paws. The bomber
was named Londons Revenge. and after the
adoption ceremony the squadron artist Sgt. E. A
Johnson chalk-marked the nome Lana Tumer , [L
for Lana). This area was later painted m white with
the name Lana.

The Willow Tree

427 Squadr

Second World War, and descendants, may
recognize The Willow Tree  pub, pictured
above. Anna Marie Willey opened up her
father & war-time kitbags recently, to dis-
cover a bevy of artefacts he had collected
before returning home from overseas, in
1946. Read more of the story inside.




The adoption by MGM of No. 427
Squadron insired the following article. We
have reproduced the article here because
it mentions correspondence from many
mowvie stars, and this correspondence
features in a follow-on story about a long-

lost kitbag.

RCAF Lions Squadron
Gets Kick Out of Mail
from Movie Stars

by AW. O Brie
(Standard War Correspondent)

During 525 nigt sorbses over Garmaery
s*nd ilaly sinca bt November, Canada & crack Li-
ons Squadron of RCAF. Ovarsess have seen &
ot of slars. Bul that & business, the stars of Hol-
lywood have their haarts. As adopled sons of
maveedom 3 mosl glamarous parsonages, (hese
Liona bask @ tha glory of bright grean envy from
the sky-sharp ayes of sircrew hroughoul Eng-
land & fabled Bombar G v, 1L all sbarted as
* gag but zomaed nlo ane af the grandest morale
booslers of the currant war, A comparalive kid
juat back from x spol of hall danced like & school-
boy #l finding & dalicicualy famirios anvelope
from Hallywood wailing fee him in the mail rack,,
*nd, ges whiz, it was from Hady Lanre!
| cannol Lell you how happy you mode me by call-
ing your bomber, Hedy Lamarr, she wrole, and |
wigh that | might be thare Lo see how she lockad
and how she flew, and, of coursn, masl impor-
tantly, 1o maat each o of you snd (o thank you
in parson for he honer and (o Lell you how very

much | approciale being in your thoughts | hope

JAMES CRAIG i
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On August 11, 1942, U.S. Patent
2,292,387 was granted to George
Antheil and Hedy Kiesler Markey,

Lamarr s married name at the
time. The frequency-hopping idea
conceived by Lamarr is acknowl-

edged today as the basis upon
which WiFi technology works.

that some day we will be able to talk with each
olher and to say the many things there are Lo be
said..your health and victory always (signed)
Hady Lamare. The Lions have seen a lot of action
and several aircraflt are still classed as missing .
This te-up with the filn capital brings tangibie
dividends. All membears of the Lions are receiving
a medallion that will permit them to enter any M-
G-M theatre throughout the world absclutely free
of charge for e In the event of their becoming
a casualty, the medallion goes to the next of kin.
Al present, Licns are guests of the M-G-M Empire
Theatre cn Lescester Square any time and as of-
ten as they are in London. Cigareets, chocolates
and fruit jusces are understood to be en route
from Hollywood. Actor George Murhpy cabled ten
pountds Tor a dineser  on him in London. A beauli-
ful antigue bronze licn weighing about 30 pounds
wis sent as mascol and now adoms the fireplace
mantel in the Mess. The idea man  behind the
scenes is a Flight Lieutenant Joe Chasanoff, for-
mer Winnipeg lawyer and now one of the most
popular and eperienced adjutants overseas
He had nine months in that capacity with Fighter
Command and has been the last nine months in
Eomber Command. Chasy thought it would be a
good way 1o gel the boys mends off their strenu-
ous work and the idea met such aterrific response
in Hollywoeod that he now confesses it's a problem
1o keap the boys minds on their bembing.




RCAF Lions Squadron
Gets Kick Out of Mail
from Movie Stars

by AW. O Brie
(Standard War Correspondent)
(Continued)

SCREWBALL UNIT

Bul the Lions genersily sdmet 1o being
the maxl horoughly screwball sguadron of the
Bomber Commuand. Everything seems (o hap-
pon (o them, A pilol recently perschuted oul and
plunknd straight on x cow % back in a feld, Flying
Officur Don Arnot, of Toronlo, scampered off on
his fiesl op and, afer dilckung his load on the Lar-
gul, came home ke 3 bal oul of hell wilh nine
onumy fighlers on his il

Another meght not 3o lang #go saw &
plane relurn gaily withoul resbzing that its 2,000-
B blockbuster was sbll clinging o the belly -
mmhdmmmlhthnm”ur
When the bomber hil the r y the blockl
plopped off onto the cemuent and bounced murrily
1o # sereny hall on the gras while sverybody dwed
for shuller,

Squadron Lesder Msurice Jamn, sd-
ministralion officer of the squadron and formurly
of Maonlresd, said thal Lans Turner is (he sgusd-
ron lops with Grewer Garson two voles behind
Luna, by the way, wrole & delightfully warm letler
recuntly, Hrand in part: | hope thal Lady Luck will
conbnue 1o be very much in love with you, Remem-
Bbur thy 50 many pecple sre thinking of you - your
mathers, fsthers, swesthearts, familes - and that |
congider il 3 wonderful privdege Lo be numbered
among them,

Gruer Garson anclosed a litlle SL. Che-
lephuer medsibon for ber plane and il gous on wll
ops wilh the proud crew.  You ve left me » bit
broslhless, she wrale, since, in 8 way, il makes
mu & membur of the Roysl Canndian Air Force, |
anly wish | could thank you parsonally. | wonder
where your homes are - 've travelled through &
good porlion of Cannda and wery poasibly |ve
aclunlly visstod them. s & besuliful cownltry. I8
be thnking of you, wach of you, often, and hop-
=g that every mession will find you returreng safely
with another victory chalked up to the credd of - o
yout Il pormit me o swy it - our bombcv Wishing
you good gr only and h I .

Judy Garkand has an sircrafll asmed
after har, oo, She wrote  I's too bad there isn L
somuwxy we could gul belter scgusinted - sesing
*% bow we re sorl of in the ssme plane logether

ARDOPTS YEHUDA

Largine Oxy sdopled the Yehuds
plane - » veloran of 13 bombing raids snd mine-
bwying sorlies, It was recently n » kol of trouble
- running nlo throo clashes with Nazi fightors in-

sida of five minutes. They d d o As in the
casn of the olhver slars, Laraine wrols in long hand
an har parsonal slabionary. Her letler raad: Il is
the nicast thing thal ever happaned to me - 1N
want to know how Laraine bahaved o she was
# propar lady and did her job withoul complainl,
how b traated you fellows - and & hundrad other
quesbions.

Thase movie stars had a profound im-
pact oo he man working in No, 427 Sgusdron
Tha {H thay de, and tha gifts thaey
shared, for many these ated & life-time. in cloa-
g, 'we wilh Lo drsrw your sttantion to ana of these
man. He never spoke aboul his wir axpariancaes,
and deed comparilivaly aarly s b Yesrs later his
daughter would build up he courage 1o brask the
Iodaonlmubn@hamhddonmynun

o, for al L 70 yaars. What she found in
har falher 3 kilbags bengs us back Lo the avents

reflactod @ O Brian s niwspapar story. Here is
Anna marie Wiy & slory:

A Father s Kitbags
An Aviator's Troubles

As ha daughtler of a Canadian velaran,
Annae Marie Willey found harsalf in the rarest of
situalions = tule 2013, Sha explaing she had &
So-changing axparience wpacking her falher &
kit bags from b senion wilh the RCAF in Woeeld
War N, He was posted 1o Leaming, England wilh
No. 427 Squadron n 1943, Alter the war ha -
turmed Lo Saskaichewan. Sadly, he passed awiy
1987, nevar having spoken & word aboul his
Warlima axpariences

Through mo yanrs Jobn Paul Win-
nichub s kil bogs « d tightly cl d shul,
hidden away in he family basemant. Anne Marie
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axplaing  Most of us would think they might con-
Lain old uniforms - itte did | know their true time
capsule essence, In 2013, L unpacked the kit bags
and tried 1o bearn & much as possible by talkng
with friends aboul what | was discovering. Most
shared the same void  knowing someocne who
had been in WWII, bul never hearing about that
experi eltit tant 1o tell this stery in a
broader wiry b @ if not, the important acts of
bravery could be lost forever.

PHOTO: DEAN BLACK

In musical format, she wrote lyrics for
six songs with help from her beother, and one of
the songs was the project of her niece. Today,
these seven professionally-produced songs tell
the story of veterans, like her Dad, from the time
of receiving their enlistment letter, 1o the time of
returning home and begeming his poest-war life.
She combined the songs with images from the kit
bagys and historical wdeo, Since ils launch o Sep-
tember, 2014, she has made the 25-minute pre-
sentation of The Willow Tree six limes to different
auddi The response has been inspirational,
She recently presentad to the Canadian Aviation
Historical Seciety, in Hamillon, during their annual
meeting.

She has great plans for the presenta-
Bon, | propose moving this presentation 1o & pro-
vincial or national scale as a tribute 10 our veter-
ans. | would like to reach oul 1o communities to
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host community descussions and engage youth to
enhance Canadians  awarenoss, knowledge and
understanding of WWII and the signdicance
played in the shaping of Canada, its Idenbitios and
Insbtubons.

As for the contents of the kitbags, some
of the MGM movie stars had sent autographod
glossy photos as a means of boosting the spirits
of the young mon In 427 Squadron wagmg war
overseas. Amongst the photos found were:

Ann Southern — autographed (3)

George Murphy — autographed (5)
Abbott and Castello ~ autographed (2)
Eleanor Powell, 1943 © autographed (2)
Eleanor Powell

Irene Dunne — autographed

Ingrid Bergman

Ingrid Bergman = with detail on back
of photo, Myrna Loy, Myrna Loy - auto-
graphed, Myrma Loy = with detail on back
of photo, Joan Crofford = autographed
(2), Myrna Loy (2), Mickey Rooney, Brian
Donlevy, Hedy Lamarr, Robert Young,
June Allyson, Ronald Colma - auto-
graphed, Esther Willlams — autographed,
Virginia O Brien, Gloria DeHaven = au-
tographed??, Van Heflin = autographed
(2), Walter Pidgeon 1 autographed (2),
Lana Tumer autographed, Lorraine
Day, Rochester | (Eddie Anderson) au-
tographed (2), Spencer Tracy, Spencer
Tracy ~ autographed (2), Ava Gardner
(2), Mickey Rooney — autographed 77,
Hedy Lamarr © autographed 1 ~ plus an-
other, Brian Ahzone (?) = autographed
?, Greer Garson _ autographed, Edward
Arnold, Willlam Powell, Irene Dunne (au-
tographed)

Bamber Command Memarial, Grean Park,
Londan, UK, Juna 2012



Daan Black altanded the Otlwwa Chagpler Mesling
Professionsts Inlernationsd (MP1) Annuad Charily Auc-
tion & Dinrer, aarlior 1his yeor, and succesafully bid
on & painbing donaled by & young Celessl By High
School grade 12 student from Oltias, ramad Ciars
Parnira. Procands lrom the sucbion of Ciars & paenl-
g, and W of the olher doamlnd ilems banedil the
Ollaws Nabwork for Educalion, School Braaklast Pro-
gram, Ciars 3 basubdul painting of & majesbic-locking
Lion was prasanted to the Commanding Officer Lisu-
tansnl-Colonsd Jallray Orr, and Depuly Commanding
Officer Major Gary Flaming  of the 427 Licer Sguad-
ron Royal Canadian Air Force, Petawaws, Ontario, in
sppeecadion for thair support of the RCAF Associa-
lion, and for he cutslanding service of the man and
women working in lhe squasdron. The RCAF Associa-
lion axprasses ils grabitude to Coers, for har alents,
and o all ranks 427 Licn Squadron for Lheir senvice
1o Carceda,

H you wosld like 10 learn more about 427 Sguad-
ron & Edward Carter-Edwards, and incarcerstion
ot the Buchenwald Concentration Camp, consider
pickng up » copy of The Forgotten Author Na-
than Gresnfield is shoan with Carter-Edwards in
Ottawa = 2014, The Squadron plans (o mest up
with Carter-Eclwards at the Canadhan Warplans
Huritage Mussum in Ham#ton, ON on 24 Awugust,
1o present Ed with his squasdron com, and to con-
gratudate him on a ide of achisyement,

For owr Sabre.era members, the Golden Hawks
Sabre mounted in Sarnia, ON was recently fully re-
furbished and rededioated no 31 May 2096 The
403 Wing of the RCAF Assoolation worked olosely
with their COPA partners. It was a very soggy day,
but Chris Hadfield and Dan Dempscy were present,
among others Includng Fern Villenewuve, 10 mark a
special dedication.

Last Postings

Mary Gertrude AMollied Broadfoot, ag
Captain F. Clare Haynes; aged 80; Douglas James Head, aged 90;
Francis Graham ABustero Kincaid, aged
aged 96; John Shute, aged 78; Albert Smitten, aged 99; Enid

White, aged 90.




This year s (delayed) Gathering of
the Lions saw the return of a long-standing

member of the Lions, Lieutenant-General
Charlie Bouchard. Bouchard was the guest
speaker at the mess dinner, and his presenta-
tion was riveting. The subject of his speech
concerned his command of the operation to
protact the citizens of Libya from their dicta-
tor, Ghadaffi - a man who had announced his
intentions to kill his own people. This article
reflects some of his comments made during
the Mess Dinner, as well as during a luncheon
in February 2012 at the Chateau Laurier in Ot-
tawa.

Bouchard oversaw 26,000 sorties of
which 9,600 were strike missions leading to
the destruction of approximatety 5,900 mali-
tary targets. In a luncheon address to officials
attending a recent Conference of Defence
Associations meeting in Ottawa, Bouchard
shared some lessons he drew from personal
axperiences while managing the campaign.
His reflections also identified many who de-
serve to be labelled the fathers of this suc-
cess. Bayond the statistics, however, there is
widespread agreement the Libyan campaign
delivered much more than precisely-targeted
bombs. Quite interesting was Bouchard s re-
sponse to the question, What kept you awake
at night?  Bouchard cited three things: the
fear of collateral damage especially involving
civilian casualties; the risk chemical weap-
ons could make an appearance somewhere
in NATO countries well after Libyan hostilities
had subsided, and the need to make sure the

6 follow-on Libyan authorities would still

Pictured at left: the
Kiowa Light Obser-
vation Helicopter
Flight, 427 Squad-
ron circa 1977,
with a very much
younger Lieutenant
Charlie Bouchard
in the white shirl.
The Commanding
Officer LCol Dobson
is kneeling in the
second row at left.

have (infra-) structures
and (government) capa-
bilities. Khadafy buried
ong of his most impor-
tant senior  personnel
and operations bunkers
and then tried to protect
It by constructing a chil-
dren s theme park and a
drive-In movie theatre over top of the bunker.
Consequently, a very judicious approach was
taken to its destruction. When it was absolute-
ly cartain all of the children had abandoned
their air-filled “bouncy-castle one night, and
only whan the drive-In movie had clearly been
vacated, NATO assets were cleared to de-
stroy the bunker, Targeting was thus a very
demanding task; Bouchard and his team were
meticulous and disciplined. Thesr attention
to detadl was also aimed at ensurng the next
generation of Libyan leaders would not be
disadvantaged by the accidental or wanton
destruction of government facihties and ca-
pabdities, Bouchard's generation of military
and political leaders know all too well +f you
destroy It you have to rebulld it especially if it
15 Important to the success of the next govern-
ment. Where damage could not be avolded, it
was therefore minimized as much as physi-
cally possible, Every possible effort was also
made to ensure the means of stopping chemi-
cal weapon smugglers were In place, Boucha-
rd did not relish the possibllity Libyan weap-
ons of mass destruction might find their way
to London and show up as part of the Otym-
pics, That work s ongoing. The recent discoy-
ery of weapons and explosives spirited Into
Libyan embassies around the world, inside
diplomatic bags, has sickenad many In the
West, as well as a new generation of Libyan
officials now filling those embasskes following
the rout of Khadafy s bandits from thesr am-
bassadonal posts. Nevertheless, throughout
the air campasgn, Bouchard and NATO author-
ities remained ever cognisant of the greater

see p.11



To learm more about the 427 Squadron Association please visit 427squadron.com

Our objective is to ensure that the ac-
complishments and sacrifices made
by squadron members are known to
all, We achieve our objective in part
by: coordinating actlivities with the ac-
tive squadron,; maintaining and foster-
ing a sense of pride we feel with this
famous and historic unil; providing
a forum for exchange of military his-
tory and genealogical  information;
providing support for military activi-
ties; participating in and supporting
commemoraltive events, contributing
to qualified institutions; publishing a
Newsletler; maintaining a Web Sile,
and participating in the annual Gath-
ering of the Lions .

If you would like to join your joining fee is tax-
deductible, Donalions may be made lo the
RCAF Association Trust Fund - 427 Squadron
Association . All donations in support of ROAR
and the WEB SITE qualify as a tax-deductible
charitable donation, The mandate of the RCAF
Association's Trust Fund is to inform new
generations of Canadians of the importance
and richness of their country’s air force his-
tory. That's precisely what ROAR and the WEB
SITE are all about! Please help us achieve our
mission by making your cheque payable to

RCAF Assn Trust Fund  (any amount exceed-
ing $25.00) and in the Memo  section of your
cheque write: 427 Lion Sqn Assn. Address your
envelope to the RCAF Association, PO Box 2460 Stn ' D |, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5WE, The
RCAF Association will send a Tax Receipt to you, and then issue a cheque for the
same amount to our Treasurer of the 427 Lion Squadron Association, crediting you
with the donation. Donations of $50 or more qualify for a lifetime membership in the
association, The annual fee is $10.




PER ATROCITEM AD ASTRA
by Dean Black

| first mat Flight Lisot

i (Ret) J
Jim . Stewart, ONB, DFC, (RAF) in 2000, He was
serving as the Monorary Colonel 403 Squadron,
Canadian Forces Base Gagetown, Oromocto, New
Brunswick, Jim flow for the Royal Awr Force, durng
the Second World War. He came to Canada soon
thereafter, and has remained ever snce, AL first,
the RAF had him flymg Hurricane fighters from the
deocks of Merchant ships. 1)l pause for 3 moment
to permit the reader 1o think about that,
Atalonted artest naamod Barry Weokloy captured in
a painting the momont FIO J A, Stewart sttacked
an FW200 Condor, far out to sea, in aid of the ship
from which he had catapulted  the Empire Darwin
on 28 July 1943, That is correct; hes Humcane
fighter would be mounted to a catapult. The sir-
craft had no undercarriage, snce there would be
no place to land out in the middie of the North At-
lantic. Mes mission was (o protect the ship from en-
oy sircraft attack, and like a3 Humcane-cstapait
fighter pdots, he would anly get one chance, really,
Afterwards, it would just be a matter of ditcheng,
and hoping for the best
| was blessad with the priviiege of mest-
ing him. it turms out he swardved Hurricanes, only
to be zent on Typhoons, with 608 [RAF) Squadron,
He was shot down on 13 May 1844 After some
waooks on the run, he was betrayed and caplured
by the Gestapo who incarcerated hm i the noto-
riows hellhole k a5 Buch Id. Buch I
was a transit camp for distribating slave labowr,
Our avd readers will recall the imprisonment of
sircrow at a Gestapo-run prison contravened the
Genova Convention, As many as 168 allied sir-
crow met a similar fate, and all of them were fac-
ing exncution, according to records that had their
domise o planned ah of time, You will
8 find a photograph of Jim, atiove, He & the one

on the right, photographed with Edward Carter-
Edwards, a Wireless Alr Gurnor with 427 Squad-
ron who mol the same fate as Jim, after being shot
dowm In June 1944, Carter-Edwards and Stowart
found themselves in a nightmare, in the weoks
and months following ©-Day. From the many ways
one can gain a sense of how bad it was, In Buch:
envwald, the views of some of the Reserve Foroe
guards who came to work there, ot the time,
are umquely oritical of the group that really ran
things. One guard named Stefan Pauler wrote to
his wife describing the S5 as o club of sadists |
referrng, again, 1o his own countrymen! Another
guard named Hugo Behnoke perhaps more calmiy
explained his S5 colleagues were  al bmes very
unpleasant . Most remarkable, perhaps, Is the
reality these men and thewr Nazi colleagues were
ondy complaining about themsehves. They In fact
had become entirely uncaring about those around
them. Pauler once wrote (o s mother, i January
1545, one becomes completely apathetic here
with all these figures of human misery . To be sure,
this correspondence marely confirms the histori:
cal record - i Buchenwald and other camps like it,
the system did not reguere a vast army of poMical
soldiers...a small band of Gestapo [Comp S5 vet.
erons), deeply commitied to viclence, was enough
to sweep along a much larger group of ordinary
men and women . As Nikolaus Wachsmann, aw-
thor of KL: A History of the Nazi Concentration
Camps, explains, the terror continued oven as
the 55 presenoe diminished . Dunng the Summer
of 1944, prisoners would be awoken at 3:20 AM,
for the first roll call. By 5:30 AM they would board
trasns and be taken to the worksites. There, they
would tod for tharteen hours, until 7200 PM, often
underground on the V2 rocket propulsion proj
ects. Conditions were dirty, drafty and depraved.
By the tme they returned to the camp, at most five
hours rest might be all there was, before the next
roll call. The average life span for prsoners forced
Into labour was a more eight weeks. Brtish secrel
servioe agents ot Blelchiey Park cracked one of
the enigma codes In late 1940 that revealed much
of the daly cperational detalls for the 55 workng
at various concentrabion camps. Through these
efforts the allies were able (o learn about the shift
toward slave labour for Industries near Auschwitz
and Buchemnwald.
Captlured allied alrmen faced daunt:

Ing conddtions, bt what tock place before their
arrival surely led to stores that kept them on the
edge. German authontios had long since regarded
typhus “as a grave threal to troops and clbizens
alike. Medkoal staff at Buchenwald found them:
selves assigned responsibiity for vaoainabon tri-
als through 1943, Two 5SS doctors (Ding-Schuler
and Hoven) have beon descnbed, respectively, as
Inept and ncompotent Between 1942 and 1944

waoll over 1,800 prsoners had been the subyeot of
experimental vaccinos.. (and] more than 200 did
not survive the Buchonwald typhus resoarch sta-
bon_. The aled alrmen managed to snoak word
out of Buchenwald to the Lultwalfe. They appar
ently belleved If the Luftwalfle discovered them,
that they might then be moved Lo another camp.
It was a bold attempt that worked. Hannes Trout:
loft, one of the more respected senior Luftwalie
officers, paid a visd Lo the camp In carly Fall 19244,
Within days orders were issuad moving all of the

see p.9



alrmen to Stalag Lult Nl Stewart and masy others
moved In Ootober, bul Edward Carter-Edwards
and others who were too sick to move, had to
mend before thay were permitied to go. Carter:
Edwards was o0 il he was In danger of being mwur:
dored as an smvalid. Some of the other prisoners
acknowledged his chances for escope, 50 they
moved b from bed-Lo-bed n the Infirmary so the
55 would not encounter the same siok man In the
same siok bod two days In a row. Othermise, death
by murder would be the result. One of his fellow
prisoners - a French University Professor - finally
buried o syringe deop Into arter-Edwards hungs,
right through his back, and drow oul a¥l the fluids
possible, thus alding his recovery from pneumonia
and pleurisy. A fellow Dutoh prisoner added
Carter-Edwards name to the death list thus
fooking the guards Into befeving he had deed.
Meanwhile, he continued 1o slip in and out of the
shadows deep In the centre of the camp, unbil the
Luftwalfe returned and made a concerted effort
to Nind him, and remove him to Stalag Luft 1IN Jim
Stewart shared the followsng message, on the 71st
annversary of the day he had been shot down:

The end of the war Look away the purpose that for
many years had united young men of a dozen o
ferent countries in friendship and mutual loyalty.
Flying together and fighting together, & had been
a way of hfe and fulfdmoent that few would experi
ence again, even o for 50 many it had been a way
of death.” These were the words of one of Jims
marny squadron mates - the late FALL Frank Ziegier,
G0S (WR) Typhoon Squadron Intelkgence Ofhcer.
The message IS as profound for its kament for cam-
radeship, as it Is for ks glorification of an carly
yel vicient death. It is also a powerful message
for anyone who today bellieves in the need for co-
operation, collaboration, comradeship, affliation
and meaning.

Ours was o just war. Mitler's not so
much. Betwoon 1921 and 1825, Mtler concluded
Gormany required Lebensraum (livng space ) in
ordoer to survive. Only from Russia, did Hitler bo-
lleve he could acquire the land noeded. His was
an ungust and offensive war. Ours was onbirely
Just and defonsive. It wos also about restoration
of rights - nghts that had beon stolen by a luna-
o ks it any wonder, men like Ziegler, Stowart and
Carter-Edwards acquired such a profound and
everiasting purpose n e, in thoir carliost days
* 3 purpose that would sustain them, through wo-
lence, and, In the case of our two Buochenwald sur-
vivors, the depravity and distress of a conoentra-
bon camp whose Waffen S5 guards purpose was
to work such men to thewr deaths.

It Is perhaps the unparalicled purpose
and meaning acgurad so carly that oreated In men
like Stewart and Corter-Edwards the power not
Just to surveve life, but to oreate for themsolves,
their families, theer frionds and all who have come
to know them, a life so moredibly meaningful and
positive. Jim Stewart and Edward Carter-Ed-
wards, along with Chasten Bowen - three of the
168 alied alrmen - have only just returned from
the 7Oth anniversary of the Wberabion of Buchen:
wald. The RCAF Association wishes to axtond its
sincere gratitude to CBC for covering the story of
Edward Carter-Edwards. return to Buchenwald
50 admirably. We watched as Edward became
emotionally overwheimod as he peored Into the

window of the very mfirmary In which he had
boen moved from bed-to-bed, so many decades
ago. Mes tearful collapse caught on comera was
clearly a message of gratitude, for a e well ived,
as muoh as it was dlso a message of revenge, of
sorts. T'm still here | he saxd, through his tears,
You re o gone, now, but | m still here . We matoh
Edward & lament, with joy of owr own; joy for our
lives having been so enriched for having come to
know Jim Stewart and Edward Carter-Edwards

R. Weldon Moffatt, 427 Squadron, cockpit visit, en
route to London, UK, June 2012

Jumn Modfatl, 427 Sguadron, at the Runnymede
Mamorial, UK, in June 2012

Ed Carler-Edwards, 427 Squadron, Buchamnwald
Caoncanlrabion Camp, Aprdl 2014






